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Afridi tribes, you live in a network of hostile relations which it is your first duty in life to pursue. Some one in the next compound killed your grandfather; your father killed him, and was himself killed by his son. You have to kill that son, and some one will all the time be trying to kill you on account of another hereditary feud on the maternal side of the family. This is a comparatively simple case, for there are other feuds the origin of which is clean forgotten, but which are handed on by tradition from one generation to the next. The result is that the head-man tends to gather round him in each of these mud fortresses those of his own blood with whom he has no feud, and who are pledged to take up his quarrels and avenge him if he falls. His security and that of his clan depends on the number of those who are thus pledged to act together, and the fear which they can instil. Every